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for the sake of security, take his cloth home with him at night
to a lodging outside the " range," but he was not to sell it
outside the row.87 Only in such a way was it possible to
exercise any supervision over those who claimed to come
from Leicester; and only in this way could a fraudulent
dealer be hindered from ruining the good credit of the
town's wares. But in return for these restrictions the gilds-
man gained the benefit of protection. If a gildsman of
Southampton were put into prison in any part of England,
the alderman and the steward with one of the echevins were
bound to go at the cost of the gild to procure his deliverance.
At Berwick, "two or three of the gild" were bound to
" labour " on behalf of any one in danger of losing life or
limb, though only for two days at the gild's expense.88
Individuals were not to monopolize the advantages of trade.
In Southampton, while a bargain was being made, any other
member could come up and claim to join in ifc on giving
security that he could pay for the portion he desired. In
Berwick, a man who bought a lot of herrings must share
them at cost price with the gildsmen present, and any one
not present could have his share on paying the price and
twelvepence to the buyer for profit.89

The jurisdiction of the gild had, of course, for one of its
chief purposes the maintenance of the society's privileges.
There are frequent ordinances against acting as agents for
the sale of goods belonging to non-members, or teaching or
aiding a strange merchant to purchase to the injury of the
gild.40 But an equally important object was the main-
tenance of fair dealing and of a high standard of quality in
the goods sold. The rolls contain numerous records of fines
for dishonestly dyeing wool, for mixing bad wool with
good, for short weight, for selling at more than the assize
or fixed price, as well as for the offence of forestalling,